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(2) The customer has not paid the bill 
and the final decision rendered in the 
appeal requires payment of the bill, the 
bill shall be handled as a delinquent ac-
count and the amount of the bill shall 
be subject to interest, penalties, and 
administrative costs pursuant to sec-
tion 3 of the Federal Claims Collection 
Act of 1966, As amended, 31 U.S.C. 3717. 

(c) If the appeal involves an electric 
power rate, the rate shall be imple-
mented and remain in effect subject to 
the final decision on the appeal.
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§ 178.1 Purpose. 

The regulations in this part govern 
the reacquisition by former Indian and 
non-Indian owners of lands, or inter-
ests therein, acquired by the United 
States of America as a part of the Bad-
lands Air Force Gunnery Range, some-
times referred to and known as the 
Pine Ridge Aerial Gunnery Range. The 
regulations also govern the acquisition 
by former Indian owners of life estates 
in national monument lands formerly 
owned by them and the acquisition of 
lieu lands when lands formerly owned 
by them are not available or are not 
desired by them for reacquisition. The 
legislative authority for reacquisition 
of lands or interests therein by former 
owners is the Act of August 8, 1968 
(Pub. L. 90–468; 82 Stat. 663).

§ 178.2 Definitions. 
(a) ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 

of the Interior or his duly authorized 
representative. 

(b) ‘‘Superintendent’’ means the offi-
cer in charge of the Pine Ridge Indian 
Agency, Pine Ridge, S. Dak. 

(c) ‘‘Act’’ means the Act of August 8, 
1968 (Pub. L. 90–468; 82 Stat. 663). 

(d) ‘‘Gunnery Range’’ means the area 
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota that was acquired by 
the United States for use of the Air 
Force commonly known as the Pine 
Ridge Aerial Gunnery Range or the 
Badlands Air Force Gunnery Range. 

(e) ‘‘Monument’’ means the Badlands 
National Monument as enlarged by sec-
tion 1 of the Act of August 8, 1968 (Pub. 
L. 90–468). 

(f) ‘‘Tribe’’ means the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe of Indians of South Dakota.

§ 178.3 Eligibility to purchase. 
(a) Any former owner of a tract of 

land or interest in a tract of land, 
whether title was held in trust or in 
fee, which was acquired by the United 
States as a part of the Gunnery Range 
may purchase such tract pursuant to 
the provisions of the Act and the regu-
lations set forth in this part: Provided, 
Said tract has been declared excess to 
the needs of the Department of the Air 
Force, has been transferred to the ad-
ministrative jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior, and is not within 
the boundaries of the Monument or 
within that portion of the Gunnery 
Range retained for use of the Depart-
ment of the Air Force. 

(b) If a former owner is deceased and 
is survived by a spouse, the spouse may 
purchase under the same terms and 
conditions as the former owner except 
that if the former owner was an Indian 
whose land was held in trust and his 
surviving spouse is a non-Indian, the 
title to said tract shall be conveyed to 
the non-Indian spouse in a fee simple 
status. 

(c) If the former owner is deceased 
and the spouse is also deceased, the 
children of the former owner may re-
purchase the tract. 

(d) If the former owner is not sur-
vived by a spouse or children there 
exist no repurchase rights involving 
the tract. 
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